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Moo than st of the &7 rrrllion tons of text ile fibers produced ually are petroles
But with rocketing oll prices, agricultural Dyproducts are gaining attention as natural fiber sources,
SCclentists reported Last week at the Armmerrican Chamical Socioty meeeting i San Francisco, California
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Textile scherntist Yigt Yang of thhe University of Nebrashka, Lincoldn, said hes has gotters il
that are “long and fine enough for textiles but still very strong.~ Using atkkali and ryrrves, e and stodent
Narendra Reddy extracted finger-length fibers that they say rival inen and cotton in flexibility and stre i

ADding COtton. they S & yarn and wowve it Into rice’/cotton fabic. Yang estimates that S8 mlion tons of
textile fibes could be produced from half of the S80 million tons Of waste rice straw Qrowr each year
Brian George. & textile engineer at Philadelphia University i Pennsylvania, says the relative stiffness of
such fibers Mmakes therm hard 1o work with unifess they are blended with cotton or flax, but that the idea
seems economically viable if the fibe
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